
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES $99,000 GRANT TO REDUCE WASTE AND TOXIC CHEMICAL USE

  

WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver, 1st District, announced today that the Center for Ecological Technology (CET) has received a $99,000 grant from the United States Department of Agriculture's Rural Utilities Service to reduce waste and toxic chemical use in rural communities in western Massachusetts.   

   The funding will help reduce the amount of toxic chemicals used on lawns and gardens, develop waste reduction strategies for towns and provide recycling planning for schools. CET is a non-profit energy and resource conservation and waste management organization serving western Massachusetts, with offices in Pittsfield, Northampton and Springfield.   

   "Western Massachusetts is a leader in the state and nation in its commitment to recycling and environmental protection," Olver said. "CET has demonstrated an ability to produce innovative work and build successful partnerships. As CET provides programs on safer gardens and lawns, we will learn about healthier and more cost effective alternatives."   

   CET will educate residents about less toxic alternatives to chemical pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers used on lawns and gardens. CET will teach schools and day care centers how to minimize the need to use toxic products. The Children and Family's Protection Act requires schools, day care centers and after-school programs to develop plans that protect children from unnecessary exposure to chemical pesticides. The funds will also allow CET to educate facility managers, municipalities, landscapers and the public about safe alternatives, as well as train staff at garden centers and hardware stores how to educate customers about safe use and proper disposal. In addition, CET will develop waste reduction activities in towns and provide waste management services to rural schools.   

   "By working to reduce waste, and especially toxic waste, CET offers critical help to rural communities and to the environment. The USDA is pleased to support this effort," said USDA Rural Development State Director David Tuttle. "CET has a track record of producing results and creating programs that can be shared with other communities."   

   "Finding safer and healthier ways to care for lawns and gardens is quite timely, as research continues to point to the importance of using less toxic products," said Laura Dubester, CET Director. "CET will provide easy and practical steps for households, businesses, schools and communities to reduce the toxicity of their waste and better care for the land within their stewardship."   

   For more information, contact Joy Kirschenbaum at CET at 413-445-4556, 800-238-1221 or joyk@cetonline.org .   
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